
Trudy Tran’s Mural: A Storybook Landscape with Heart 
Trudy Tran’s mural in Sun Prairie invites you into a world that feels like a storybook moment frozen in 

time. Centered on a young figure sketching in nature, the mural captures the joy of quiet observation, 

the magic of imagination, and the wonder of the natural world. At the same time, it reflects Trudy’s own 

vibrant and expressive style, rooted in people, animals, and personal storytelling. 

A multidisciplinary artist from Atlanta, Trudy found inspiration in Georgia O’Keeffe’s landscapes and bold 

use of color, channeling that into a mural that’s both painterly and emotionally grounded. 

A Landscape Inspired by Color and Connection 

“O’Keeffe’s landscapes and beautiful colors had a big influence on my mural’s subject matter and the 

decision making when rendering my landscape,” Trudy says. 

The rolling shapes, layered tones, and subtle gradients in her mural echo that influence. But rather than 

replicate O’Keeffe’s style, Trudy interprets it through her own lens, with a warm narrative sensibility and 

a contemporary touch. 

A Lifelong Love for Drawing 

Trudy has always been a creator. “I grew up always drawing on my homework,” she laughs. 

That passion led her to art school, and in 2022, she began painting murals for festivals. While her public 

art career is still young, her sense of style and visual storytelling is strong. She gravitates toward 

depicting people and animals, giving her work an animated, expressive feel. 

Her style? Illustrative. Vibrant. Expressive. 

A Simple Gesture, A Lasting Impact 

During her time painting in Sun Prairie, Trudy had a touching encounter with a local resident. 

“One of the local residents took photos of me and was kind enough to take the time to print them out to 

share them with me,” she says. 

It was a small but meaningful moment of community connection that added to the experience of 

creating the mural. 

Encouragement for Emerging Artists 

To young or emerging artists, Trudy offers advice that comes from her own experience. “Don't be so 

hard on yourself,” she says. “Failure is part of the process to get better, and never give up.” 

There is no single path to growth as an artist. Trusting the process, even through setbacks, is part of the 

creative journey. 

What Georgia Might Say 

Trudy hopes O’Keeffe would feel a sense of familiarity in her approach to landscape and color. 



“I hope she remarks at how the landscape was painted in a similar fashion to hers and admire the 

colors,” she says. 

It is a gentle homage, one that honors influence while maintaining individuality. 

A Hidden Drawing Within a Drawing 

Look closely at the figure in the mural. The young person sketching holds a notebook and inside it, a 

smaller version of the bird and lake that appear in the larger mural. 

It is a quiet detail that reinforces the act of observation and creation. The viewer becomes a witness to 

someone else’s imagination at work. 

R&B and Oldies Set the Mood 

While painting, Trudy listens to a mix of R&B, acrobats, oldies, and a wide variety of genres. The 

soundtrack helps her stay in the zone and bring emotion into her work. 

Final Reflection 

Trudy Tran’s mural is about wonder. It is about paying attention. Through vivid color and expressive 

lines, she invites us to remember the feeling of sitting still, sketchbook in hand, with the world unfolding 

around us. 

If you stand in front of her mural long enough, you might start to see more than a painted landscape. 

You might feel that familiar spark of curiosity. And you might remember just how magical it is to slow 

down and look closely. 
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