
Lena Ugren’s Mural: Layers of Identity in Bloom 

Lena Ugren’s mural in Sun Prairie does more than brighten the wall it’s painted on: it challenges viewers 

to reflect on the many layers that make up who we are. Born and raised in Bosnia and Herzegovina and 

now based in Wisconsin, Lena brings her personal journey into every brushstroke, creating art that feels 

both intimate and universal. 

Her work explores identity: innate, self-constructed, and cultural. On this mural wall, that exploration 

takes on vibrant form. Her piece is complex, expressive, and rooted in the idea that we are never just 

one thing. 

A Tribute to Resilience and Reinvention 

Georgia O’Keeffe, who was born in Sun Prairie, serves as the inspiration behind the mural festival. For 

Lena, honoring O’Keeffe meant more than nodding to floral subjects or color palettes. It was about 

honoring an artist who broke boundaries and built her identity on her own terms. 

Much like O’Keeffe, Lena’s life has taken her across cultures and continents. She lived through war as a 

child and later adapted to a new country as an adult. These experiences give her work a richness that 

speaks directly to viewers who have ever questioned where they belong or how to define themselves. 

Embraced by Community 

As the founder of Urban Art Bloom and lead organizer of Sun Prairie’s first Mural Fest, Lena didn’t just 

paint: she helped make the event possible. From securing the wall to fundraising and supporting the 

logistics that brought artists together, her efforts helped turn vision into reality. 

The festival created a sense of connection and pride among residents, and Lena’s leadership ensured 

that each artist had the space and resources to create something meaningful. That spirit of inclusion is 

reflected in her mural: an open invitation to viewers to see themselves in her art, no matter where they 

come from. 

A Visual Dialogue 

Lena’s mural feels like a conversation. It asks questions without demanding answers. Who are you 

beneath your upbringing? What parts of you are shaped by culture, and what parts are purely your 

own? 

The mural doesn’t tell you what to think. Instead, it creates a space to feel and reflect. 

Final Thought 

Lena Ugren’s mural stands as a quiet powerhouse in the Mural Fest lineup. Its colors and forms are 

beautiful, but its true impact comes from the message beneath the surface. 

This mural is about the courage it takes to start over. About holding the past without being defined by it. 

And about how identity, like art, is something we create layer by layer. 

Take a moment in front of her mural. Let it remind you that your story is still unfolding. That’s the 

beauty of being human. And that’s the power of Lena’s art. 


